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4 There is something in caste, so
far as it means blood; such a
thing as heredity there is,
certalnlx Now try to [understand]
do you not mix your
blood with the roes, the
American Indians? Nature will
not allow you. Nature does not
allow you to mix your blood with
- them. There is the unconscious
working that saves the race. That
i was the Aryan's caste. Mind you,
| do not say that they are not
equal to us. They must have the
same privileges and advantages,
and everything; but we know that
if certain races mix up, they
become degraded
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o https://www.reddit.com/r/EXHINDU/comments/urnih8/swami_vivekananda on_indian_women/

The women in America are very sentimental and have a mania for romance. I am, however, a strange sort of
animal who hasn't any romantic feeling, and therefore they could not sustain any such feeling toward me and they
show me great respect. I make all of them call me "father" or "brother". I don't allow them to come near me with
any other feeling, and gradually they have all been straightened out. . . .

The munisters in this country . . . are eager to throw sinners mto hell. A few of them are very good, however. . . . I
have a great reputation among the women in this country. I have not as yet seen a single unchaste girl among the

unmarried. It is either a widow or a married woman who turn unchaste. The unmarried girls are exceedingly good,
because their future is bright. . . .

Those emaciated Western women. looking like old dried-up fruit. whom you see in India, are English, and the
English are an ugly race amongst the Europeans. In America, the best blood strains of Europe have been blended,
and therefore, the American women are very beaufiful. And how they take care of their beauty! Can a woman
retain her beauty if she gives birth to children _ . . every hour from her tenth year on? Damn nonsense! What a
ternble sin! Emﬁemﬂbuuhﬁﬂwmofmmmywﬂlh&&eablﬂckowlm Yet 1t must be admitted
that the women of the Punjab have very well-drawn features. Many of the American women are very well educated
and put many a learned professor to shame; nor do they care for anyone's opinion. And as regards their virtues:
what kindness, what noble thought and action! Just think, 1f a man of this country were to visit India, nobody
would even touch him; yet here I am allowed to do as I please in the houses of the best families — like their own
son! I am like a child; their women shop for me, run errands for me. For example: I have just written to a girl for
information about the machine, which she will gather carefully and send to me. Again, a phonograph was sent to
the Maharaj of Khetri: the girls managed the whole affair very well. Lord! Lord! It is the difference between
heaven and hell! "They are the goddess Lakshmi in beauty and the goddess Saraswati in talents and
accomplishments." This cannot be achieved through the study of books. I say, can you send out some men and
women to see the world? Only then will the country wake up — not through the reading of books. The men here
are very clever in earning wealth. Where others do not see even dust, there they see gold. Whoever will leave India
and visit another country will earn great merit.
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Map 1: District-wise Map of the Share of Households Practicing
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e: Map generated by Prof. Reeve Vanneman, [HDS, UMD.
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